
Key Vocabulary

microorganism A microorganism is an organism you can 
only see through a microscope.

species A species is a group of organisms with 
similar characteristics that can reproduce 
to produce fertile offspring.

characteristic A characteristic is a particular feature or 
quality that is specific to an individual, 
group or species.

organism An individual animal, plant or single-
celled life form. 

classification Classification is the process of grouping 
living things according to their similarities.

vertebrates A vertebrate animal is one that has a 
backbone. 

invertebrates An invertebrate animal does not have a 
backbone and 97% of creatures belong 
to this group. 

taxonomy The science of naming, identifying and 

classifying organisms. 
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