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Key knowledge

The Great Fire of London was caused by a spark from the ovenin a

bakery.

The fire spread quickly because the wooden houses were very close

together.

There was no fire brigade so people had to put the fire out using

buckets of water.

Itis thanks to Samuel’s diaries that we know lots about important
events from the past.

Modern London has tall buildings made of brick.

Timeline of the events

September 2nd
The fire began around
three in the morning.
It started on Pudding

Lane, inside a

bakery.

September 6th
With thanks to a change
in the weather,
the King and
his men get the fire

under control so it stops.

September 2nd

By seven in the
morning, around 300
houses and several

churches had

burnt down.

September 3rd to 5th
The fire rages, burning
most of London.
Everyone is left with
just the belongings they
could carry.

September 2nd
The Lord mayor refuses
to do anything, as it
would end up costing

the city too much
money.

September 2nd
Samuel Pepys goes to
see the King of England
to demand action is
taken to slow the fire
down from spreading.



